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SOMETIMES UNSOMETIMES UN--
AWARE OF AWARE OF 
ILLNESSILLNESS
ONSET OF SXs ONSET OF SXs 
WAS WAS 
NOTICEABLENOTICEABLE

DEMENTIADEMENTIA
FAMILY FAMILY 
UNAWARE OF UNAWARE OF 
ILLNESSILLNESS

SLOW, GRADUAL SLOW, GRADUAL 
ONSET OF SXs         ONSET OF SXs         



COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES 
THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION 
FROM DEMENTIAFROM DEMENTIA

RAPID RAPID 
PROGRESSION PROGRESSION 
IN SXsIN SXs
FAMILY HISTORY FAMILY HISTORY 
OF MOOD OF MOOD 
DISORDERDISORDER

SLOW SLOW 
PROGRESSION PROGRESSION 
IN SXsIN SXs
POSSIBLE POSSIBLE 
FAMILY HX OF FAMILY HX OF 
ADAD



COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES 
THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION 
FROM DEMENTIAFROM DEMENTIA

PATIENT HAS HX PATIENT HAS HX 
OF DEPRESSIONOF DEPRESSION
COMPLAINS OF COMPLAINS OF 
COGNITIVE COGNITIVE 
DEFICITSDEFICITS
COMPLAINS IN COMPLAINS IN 
DETAILDETAIL

NO HX OF NO HX OF 
DEPRESSIONDEPRESSION
NO COMPLAINTS NO COMPLAINTS 
OF COGNITIVE OF COGNITIVE 
DEFICITSDEFICITS
VAGUE VAGUE 
COMPLAINTSCOMPLAINTS



COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES 
THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION 
FROM DEMENTIAFROM DEMENTIA

EMPHASIZES EMPHASIZES 
COGNITIVE COGNITIVE 
COMPLAINTSCOMPLAINTS
HIGHLIGHTS HIGHLIGHTS 
PERSONAL PERSONAL 
FAILURESFAILURES

CONCEALS OR CONCEALS OR 
“EXPLAINS “EXPLAINS 
AWAY” DEFICITSAWAY” DEFICITS
DELIGHTS IN DELIGHTS IN 
PERSONAL PERSONAL 
ACCOMPLISHACCOMPLISH--
MENTSMENTS



COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES COMMON OBSERVABLE FEATURES 
THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION THAT DISTINGUISH DEPRESSION 
FROM DEMENTIAFROM DEMENTIA
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